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Delta, Virgin Atlantic Cargo Celebrate Five Years of Partnership 

 
Airlines to offer customers more choice and greater automation on the trans-Atlantic 

 

• Moving to a new state-of-the-art warehouse at London Heathrow later this year 

• New services from London Heathrow, Manchester and Edinburgh 

 
LONDON and ATLANTA, February 7, 2019: Virgin Atlantic Cargo and Delta Cargo (NYSE: DAL) are 
promising customers more choice and reach, as well as the service benefits of greater automation as 
their trans-Atlantic joint venture partnership celebrates its fifth anniversary.   
 
The airlines’ commitment to build the leading trans-Atlantic partnership has already increased customers’ 
access to major cities in the U.K. and North America, with a 20 percent rise in the number of Delta and 
Virgin Atlantic flights since the joint venture began. Customers now have a choice of 74 daily flights 
serving 28 routes between the U.K. and U.S. which, in 2018, carried over a quarter of total trans-Atlantic 
air cargo volumes.  
 
“Our long-term cargo strategy is to build an unmatched trans-Atlantic partnership with our joint venture 
partner, Virgin Atlantic. We are focused on finding ways to work more closely, collaborate and share 
information – ensuring we are doing all we can to support our customers on both sides of the Atlantic,” 
said Shawn Cole, Vice President-Cargo. “The original deal was a game changer for Delta transforming 
our ability to compete on trans-Atlantic routes with access to London Heathrow as much as providing 
Virgin Atlantic unparalleled access to Delta’s U.S. network.” 
 
2019 is shaping up to be another exciting year for Delta and Virgin Atlantic, building on their successes of 
being the most on-time partnership to North America at London Heathrow; moving into a new state-of-
the-art warehouse at London Heathrow later in the year; plus a focus on digitization and ensuring 
transparency throughout the shipment journey. Delta is adding a new nonstop service from Edinburgh to 
Boston, while Virgin Atlantic has scheduled an additional daily flight to Boston from London Heathrow. 
Virgin Atlantic is also adding more flying between Manchester and the U.S. with new nonstop service to 
Los Angeles and increased frequencies to Las Vegas, Boston and New York. 
 
Dominic Kennedy, Managing Director of Virgin Atlantic Cargo, commented: “Our intention has always 
been to ensure that whatever we do as a joint venture, it must deliver real benefits for our customers in 
terms of more choice, service quality and being easier to do business with. We are very excited about 
what more we can achieve as a cargo JV and have been inspired by the great relationship and mutual 
respect between our cargo teams. Our partnership benefits and strengthens our respective cargo 
businesses, leverages the best of both airlines, and, ultimately, will continue to offer new opportunities for 
our customers as we move forward together.”        
 
For further information on the airlines log onto deltacargo.com and virginatlanticcargo.com. 
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About Delta Cargo 

Delta Cargo offers access to an industry-leading global network, reaching more than 310 destinations in 

54 countries on six continents and carrying more than 2.2 billion cargo ton-miles each year. Whether it’s 

life-saving pharmaceuticals, organs for transplant, fresh flowers, asparagus, luxury cars or bulk 

shipments, Delta Cargo offers reliable shipping services with GPS, real-time tracking and same-day 

delivery options. With its 24/7 Cargo Control Center for proactive shipment monitoring and IATA’s CEIV 

Pharma certification, Delta Cargo continues to be an industry leader. In 2018, Delta Cargo received Air 

Cargo World’s Air Cargo Excellence Gold Award. Also in 2018, Delta was named to Fortune’s top 50 

Most Admired Companies in addition to being named the most admired airline for the seventh time in 

eight years. Headquartered in Atlanta, Delta employs more than 80,000 employees worldwide and 

operates a mainline fleet of more than 800 aircraft. Delta is a member of the SkyTeam Cargo global 

alliance and participates in joint venture partnerships with Air France-KLM Cargo, Virgin Atlantic Cargo 

and Aeromexico Cargo, and in cooperation with Korean Air Cargo. Including its worldwide alliance 

partners, Delta offers more than 15,000 daily flights, with key hubs and markets. Visit 

www.DeltaCargo.com to subscribe to news updates and operational advisories. Look for the red 

‘Subscribe’ button on the Alerts & News page. 

 
 

http://news.delta.com/global-network
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news/news/2018/january-2018/delta-cargo-opens-cargo-control-center
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news/news/2018/january-2018/delta-cargo-awarded-IATAs-CEIV-pharma-certification
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news/news/2018/january-2018/delta-cargo-awarded-IATAs-CEIV-pharma-certification
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news/news/2018/april-2018/ACE-award
http://www.skyteam.com/
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/air-france-klm-alitalia
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/virgin-atlantic
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/aeromexico
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news/news/2018/sep-2018/DL-KE-JVpartnership
https://www.deltacargo.com/Cargo/catalog/alerts-and-news

