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MIXED RESULTS AT SCHIPHOL CARGO WITH BELLY 
VOLUME UP AND FREIGHTER VOLUME DOWN 
 
Mid-year figures at Schiphol Cargo show an increase in belly cargo, but slot 
restrictions continue to impact overall volume  
 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Thursday, 2nd August 2018 – Schiphol 
Cargo has reported a 2.3 per cent volume increase in belly cargo figures, 
as China and the US remain the strongest markets, and an extension of the 
network leads to growth in Latin America. 
 
The mid-year figures show overall freighter volume has decreased by 2.7 
per cent to 843,832 tonnes, compared with 2017, due to a 9.4 per cent 
decrease in full freighter air transport movements (ATMs) and the ongoing 
restrictions on slot availability. 
 
“The mid-year figures reflect our expectations for a decrease in overall 
freighter ATMs as we continue to face capacity constraints,” said Maaike 
van der Windt, Director Aviation Marketing, Cargo and Customer 
Experience (ACC). 
 
“However, the increase in belly volume is a positive development for 
Schiphol Cargo due to a slight growth in passenger flights since last year, 
and an expanded network across Latin America. 
 
“Shanghai remains our main destination through the continued increase in 
e-Commerce in China, reaching more than 31,000 tonnes in the first six 
months of 2018, followed by the US with more than 22,000 tonnes.” 
 
Despite the increase in e-Commerce, the Asian inbound market was down 
by 2 per cent to 147,122 tonnes, while outbound decreased by 3 per cent 
to 150,623 tonnes. 
 
European figures show a 7 per cent inbound decline to 55,821 tonnes, 
compared to the same period last year, and outbound was down by 4 per 
cent to 59,452 tonnes. 
 
The North American market saw an 11 per cent inbound downfall to 64,768 
tonnes, and a decrease in outbound cargo of 4 per cent to 79,055 tonnes. 
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The Latin American market shows positive growth due to a network 
extension on the continent with inbound cargo up 9 per cent to 65,255 
tonnes, and a 15 per cent increase in outbound cargo to 40,445 tonnes. 
 
The African markets showed positive outbound results with a 7 per cent 
increase in cargo to 26,674 tonnes, while inbound cargo decreased by 5 
per cent to 56,733 tonnes. 
 
The Middle Eastern region went down by 2 per cent (inbound), and 11 per 
cent (outbound) to respectively 42,666 and 55,218 tonnes. 
 
Van der Windt adds, “Although Schiphol is facing slot constraints, we are 
geared towards maintaining cargo volume in the years to come.”  
 
For more information about Schiphol Cargo, visit schiphol.com/cargo 
 
 
ENDS 
 
Picture caption – for a high-resolution version, contact 
emma@meantime.global 
 
 

 
 
Mid-year figures at Schiphol Cargo show belly volume is up and freighter 
volume is down. 
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ABOUT SCHIPHOL AIRPORT 
 
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol is the fourth largest air cargo hub in Europe, 
moving 1.8 million tonnes in 2017. 

Schiphol offers 525.000 m2 of cargo warehouses, of which 40% have direct 
airside access. This includes facilities for perishables and pharma/life 
science cargo in multiple controlled-temperature zones, featuring 
refrigerated/deep-freezer and heated storage/handling facilities. 

Over 150 logistics service providers are situated in the airport region, with 
over 50% of all American and Asian European Distribution Centres located 
in the Netherlands. Schiphol benefits from close proximity to the Ports of 
Rotterdam and Amsterdam and an unparalleled European road feeder and 
distribution network. 

Schiphol initiates and co-creates smart cargo solutions to help the airfreight 
business excel at Amsterdam Airport Schiphol. One such initiative is the 
Smart Cargo Mainport Programme (SCMP) in which Schiphol, together with 
supply chain partners, aim to integrate data and digitalize the air cargo 
supply chain while optimising landside processes and launching new 
innovations. 

In March 2016, Schiphol and its cargo community launched the Pharma 
Gateway Amsterdam that offers a CEIV-certified, closed and transparent 
pharma airport process. 

To find out more follow our LinkedIn page or visit schiphol.com/cargo 
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